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BISCOUMSE. 

Prov.  xiv,  32. 

— But  the  righteous  hath  hope  in  his  death. 

rjn 

X  HIS  passage  is  introduced  with  a  disjunctive^  to  mark  tlie 
contrast  between  the  preceding  and  succeeding  characters. 
In  the  preceding  context  the  inspired  wi'iter  liad  asserted, 
that  "The  wicked  is  driven  aw  ay  iii  his  wickedness."  And 
having  thus,  in  a  short  but  comprehensive  manner,  brought 
to  view  the  guilt,  the  danger,  and  the  awful  end  of  the  one 
classy  he  turns  to  a  more  pleasing  theme,  and  contemplates 
the  different  character  and  end  of  the  other.  B^it  the  righteous 
hath  hope  in  his  death.  The  wicked  are  here,  by  fair  impli- 
cation, viewed  as  pursuing  a  course,  which  renders  them 
hateful  in  the  sight  of  God;  and  subjects  them  to  his  dis- 
pleasure. And  wiien  they  have  completed  the  measure  of 
jheir  iniquity,  they  are  left  a  prey  to  tlieir  own  delusions  and 
corruptions,  and  driven  away  in  their  w  ickedness,  forever  to 
remain  sinners,  and  to  feel  the  consequence.  And  thus, 
those  who  abandon  themselves  to  sin,  and  will  npt  be  reclaim- 
ed, must  at  last  be  abandoned  to  woe^  from  which  there  is 
110  escape. 

But  not  so  tlie  opposite  class.  TjL«  course  which  they 
pursue  is  in  obedience  to  divine  commands,  and  entitles  them 
to  divine  favor.  They  are  indeed,  while  on  earth,  sanctified 
but  in  part.  They  are  yet  in  an  imperfect  state,  liable  to 
sin,  and  often  transgressing.  But  they  possess  also  some 
holiness,  which  renders  them  objects  of  divine  complacency. 
They  are  no  longer  "enemies  to  God  by  wicked  works,"  but 
are  become  his  childi'cu.  Of  these  it  is  declared,  that  they 
have  hope  in  tiieir  deatli. 

Having  thus  introduced  the  subject,  we  shall 

I.  Enquire  into  tliis  grqund,  and 

n.  The  ohjecis  of  their  hope. 


I.  Let  us  inquire  into  the  ground  of  that  hope,  which  the 
righteous  have  in  their  death.  On  what  foundation  can  any 
hope  be  with  safety  erected,  since  all  good,  temporal,  spirit-, 
ual,  and  eternal,  is  forfeited  by  sin?  To  this  inquiry  we  may 
receive  a  satisfactory  answer  from  the  consideration, 

1.  That  God  has  shown  his  determination  to  display  his 
mercy  in  the  salvation  of  sinners.  This  was  his  original  pur- 
pose, and  ultimate  end,  in  the  creation  of  the  world.  It  is  the 
object  on  which,  we  may  believe,  his  attention  is  supremely 
iixed;  for,  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  scheme  of  redemption, 
the  greatest  glory  will  result  to  himself,  and  the  greatest  sum 
of  happiness  to  the  intelligent  system.  He  has  made  the 
necessary  provision,  and  adopted  all  the  requisite  measures, 
for  carrying  the  scheme  into  effect,  and  is  determined  that  no 
part  shall  fail.  How  many  of  the  human  race  £ire  to  be  sub- 
jects of  redemption,  or  who  they  are,  he  has  not  revealed, 
although  perfectly  known  to  himself,  and  fixed  in  his  infinite 
mind.  But  the  general  purpose  of  transforming  some  of  the 
sinful  race  of  man,  from  vessels  of  wrath  to  vessels  of  mercy, 
and  of  preparing  them  for  glory,  he  has  fully  declared.  This 
purpose,  therefore,  being  declared,  there  is  ground  of  hope, 
that  future  salvation  may  be  obtained.  Though  all  are  unde- 
serving of  the  favor,  yet  it  is  possible  that  it  may  be  secured. 
A  Savior  has  been  ordained,  of  so  exalted  a  character,  that, 
though  lie  is  styled  the  Son  of  God,  yet  "all  men"  are  requir- 
ed to  "honor  tlie  Son,  even  as  they  honor  the  Father,"  which 
can  be  done  by  nothing  short  of  ascribing  to  him  the  same 
perfections,  and  bestowing  on  him  the  same  reverence.  By 
him  an  atonement  has  been  made  for  sin,  in  consequence  of 
wiiich,  God  can  consistently  extend  the  offer  of  pardon  and 
final  salvation  to  the  guilty.  Had  no  such  divine  purpose 
existed  or  been  revealed,  and  had  no  such  provision  been 
made  for  the  salvation  of  sinners,  no  hope  could  rationally 
be  indulged  that  any  would  be  saved.  All  are  destitute  of  a 
title  to  divine  favor,  in  their  natural  state,  by  reason  of  sin. 
And  hence,  complete  despair,  instead  of  hope,  must  possess 
every  mind,  had  not  God  purposed,  and  declared  his  purpose, 
to  save  some.  But  such  a  purpose  does  exist,  and  is  made 
known.  The  divine  determination  has  laid  the  foundation  of 
hope,  and  is  itself  the  main  pillar  which  supports  the  whole 
fabric. 

2.  The  enquiry  into  tlie  ground  of  their  hope  may  be  further 
answered  by  considering,  that  those  w^ho  are  palled  the  right- 


eous,  have  been  made  personally  and  expcriiuciitaliy  acqnaiiii- 
ed  with  the  Savior  of  the  Avorld.  From  impenitent  sinners, 
they  have  been  changed  to  penitent  believers  ol"  t!ie  gospel. 
They  have  been  led,  by  the  influences  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  to 
a  compliance  with  the  conditions  of  salvation.  They  have 
seen  themselves  to  be,  by  nature,  depraved  creatures,  "dead 
in  trespasses  and  sins,"  cut  off  from  all  hope  in  their  own 
merits;  and  have  been  made  sensible  of  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  a  thorough  change  of  heart  through  t!ie  operations  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  And  this  change  has  actually  been  wrought 
in  them,  and  by  it  they  have  passed  from  dcatli  to  life.  They 
have  abandoned  their  former  course  of  sin,  and  are  delivered 
from  its  reigning  power,  and  have  commenced  a  new  life,  a 
life  of  holiness.  Thus  the  work  of  redemption  has  been  actu- 
ally begun  in  their  hearts.  They  are  now  not  only  under  a 
possibility  of  obtaining  a  title  to  salvation,  but  that  title  is 
actually  given.  In  consequence  of  having  passed  the  change 
of  regeneration,  they  are  heirs  to  the  divine  promises.  And 
God  has  assured  them,  that  he  will  never  forsake  them,  that 
they  '-shall  not  come  into  condemnation,"  and  that  none  shall 
he  able  to  deliver  them  out  of  his  hand.  Hence  they  have  a 
**strong  confidence  who  have  fled  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  on  the 
hope  which  is  set  before  them."  They  find  a  substantial 
ground  of  hope,  and  are  "persuaded  that  nothing  shall  be  able 
to  separate  them  from  the  love  of  God  which  is  in  Christ 
Jesus  their  Lord." 

Having  seen  what  ground  the  righteous  have  for  hopcj, 
we  are 

II.  To  enquire  what  are  its  objects?  To  answer  this  en- 
quiry, we  may  observe 

1.  That  having  become  friends  to  God  and  proper  subjects 
of  his  promises,  they  hope  for  persevering  grace,  that  they 
may  be  enabled  to  maintain  a  life  of  godliness,  and  thus  be 
habitually  prepared  for  tlie  season  of  death.  As  the  whole 
preparation  for  eternity  must  be  made  in  the  time  of  proba- 
tion, which  is  to  end  at  death,  the  same  work  is  necessary  in 
relation  to  the  one  period,  as  in  relation  to  the  other.  Life 
and  death,  time  and  eternity,  are  all  closely  connected.  Men 
must  lead  a  godly  life,  and  live  in  reference  to  a  dying  hour. 
if  they  would  obtain  satisfactory  evidence  that  they  shall 
have  hope  in  death.  This,  therefore,  is  an  object  of  nnicli 
importance  with  the  friends  of  God.     If  they  would  liope  for 


any  future  good,  they  must  obtain  persevering  grace,  as 
means  preparative  to  the  end.  God  has  promised  them  supr 
plies  of  grace,  while  travelling  to  the  heavenly  world,  with 
equal  certainty  as  he  has  promised  them  the  future  rest  w  hich 
rer^ains  to  his  people.  Hence  this  is  one  important  object  of 
their  hope. 

2.  They  hope  for  divine  assistance  and  support  under  trials 
and  temptations,  in  the  present  life.  Finding  evidence  within 
themselves  that  they  are  the  children  of  God,  and  discover- 
ing many  gracious  promises  to  such  in  his  word,  that  when 
they  call  he  will  answer;  wlien  they  seek  him,  they  shall  find 
liini;  when  they  call  upon  him  in  trouble,  he  will  answer  and 
deliver  them;  they  confidently  hope,  that  he  who  has  given 
his  Son  for  their  Redeemer  and  Savior,  and  his  Spirit  for 
their  Sanctifier  and  Comforter,  will  support  them  urjder  all 
their  trials  and  temptations.  And  they  feel  an  unshaken 
confidence,  that  through  his  guardian  care,  nothing  will  fail 
of  all  the  good  which  his  promises  import.  The  present  life 
is  a  state  of  trial,  and  the  children  of  God  expect  their  share 
in  common  with  others.  They  have  no  assurance  of  an  ex- 
emption, but  rather  the  contrary,  that  "through  much  tribu- 
lation they  must  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God."  The  re- 
dress of  their  grievances,  which  they  have  a  right  to  expect 
in  this  life,  is  not  a  complete  prevention,  or  removal,  but  di- 
vine assistance  and  support  under  them.  For  this  they  are 
encouraged  to  hope  by  the  promises  of  God.  They  confide 
in  his  friendship  and  faithfulness,  believing  that  the  trials, 
which  they  are  called  to  endure,  are  his  fatherly  chastise- 
ments, and  intended  for  their  profit.  And  they  hope,  in  view 
of  the  encouragement  wliich  he  has  given,  that  he  "will  not 
suffer  them  to  be  tempted  above  that  they  are  able,  but  will 
with  every  temptation  also  make  a  way  to  escape,  that  they 
may  be  able  to  bear  it."  This  hope  they  carry  with  them, 
shining  with  greater  or  less  effulgence,  through  life;  and  it 
does  not  desert  them  even  in  death,  the  most  trying  moment 
of  their  existence.  While  near  approaching  that  solemn 
period,  when  all  imaginary  and  delusive  enjoyments  will 
cease  to  attract  their  attention^  and  when  nothing  will  abide 
but  substantial  reality;  even  then,  they  can  say  with  confix 
dence,  "Though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of 
deatli,  I  will  iear  no  evil;  for  thou  art  with  me;  thy  rod  and 
thy  staff  they  comfort  me." 

S.  While  they  are  looking  forward  to  the  season  of  death, 
and  when  they  arrive  on  its  confines,  they  have  a  substantial 


liopc,  that  licre  all  their  suflerings  will  end.  The  war  between 
the  flesh  and  spirit,  which  must  be  unceasingly  maintained 
during  the  wh(de  ot  the  Christian's  life,  will  come  to  a  final 
termination  at  death.  Then  the  children  of  God  gain  a  com- 
plete victory  over  all  their  enemies,  "through  him  who  has 
loved  them  and  given  himself  for  them."  They  conquer  when 
they  fall.  Every  sinful  bias  of  the  heart  is  then  entirely  erad- 
icated. Temptation  can  no  more  reach  them.  The  work  of 
redemption,  in  them,  is  then  completed.  And  as  they  are 
then  wholly  cleansed  from  sin,  nothing  remains  to  occasion 
their  further  suffering.  "The  sting  of  death,"  and  of  course, 
the  sting  of  all  other  sufferings,  "is  sin."  And  as  this  is  then 
entirely  removed,  they  are,  at  death,  rendered  incapable  of 
suffering.  Being  wholly  divested  of  all  remains  of  opposition 
to  tlie  divine  will,  the  heart  is  Jilled  with  unconditional  sub- 
mission. And  such  submission,  in  any  creature,  effectually 
destroys  all  possibility  of  suffering,  in  any  situation.  With 
a  belief  in  the  universality  of  divine  government,  and  entire 
submission  to  the  divine  will, the  creature  is  necessarily  happy, 
whatever  may  be  his  lot.  In  pi'oportion  as  such  a  temper  pre- 
vails in  the  heart  of  the  children  of  God  in  this  life,  they  enjoy 
happiness,  amidst  the  passing  scenes  of  time.  This  the  ex- 
perience of  every  Christian  testifies.  When,  therefore,  the 
children  of  God  shall  pass  the  boundaries  of  time,  where  they 
will  not  merely  believe,  but  certainly  know,  that  the  govern- 
ment of  God  is  universal,  and  where  this  knowledge  shall  be 
accompanied  with  perfect  submission  to  his  will,  every  degree 
of  unhappiness  must  of  course  cease.  All  their  labors  and 
toils,  and  all  their  sorro^^s  and  pains,  will  then  come  to  an 
end.  None  of  these  sufferings  and  interi'uptions  of  theii* 
peace  can  follow  them  beyond  that  period.  Then  \^ill  be  ful- 
filled to  them  individually,  that  gracious  intimation,  which 
shall  have  a  more  general  accomplislnnent  at  the  last  great 
day,  *'The  last  enemy  that  shall  be  destroyed  is  death." 
Then  "there  shall  be  no  more  death,  neither  sorrow,  nor  cry- 
ing, neitlier  shall  there  be  any  more  pain:  for  tlie  foimer 
things  are  passed  away." 

4.  The  righteous  hope,  at  death,  to  be  introduced  to  the 
full  and  eternal  enjoyment  and  service  of  God,  and  the  soci- 
ety of  the  blessed.  Tlicy  enjoy  a  little  of  God  in  this  life; 
but  the  enjoyment  is  imperfect,  being  often  interrupted  by 
the  sin  and  darkness  attaciied  to  their  own  hearts.  They 
serve  him  a  little  here,  enough  to  know  that  his  service  is  de- 
lightful. But  experience  ])roves,  that  their  obedience  to 
God,  though  perfect  in  its  nature,  is  not  so  in  duration,  being 


often,  like  their  spiritual  enjoyments,  interrupted  by  sin. 
They  enjoy  some  satisfaction  in  the  society  of  their  fellow- 
travellers,  <'the  saints  who  are  in  the  eartli,  and  the  excellent^ 
in  whom  is  all  their  delight."  Yet  this  enjoyment  is  much 
interrupted  by  the  imperfections  attached  to  themselves  and 
others,  and  by  adverse  circumstances,  with  which  they  are 
often  surrounded.  But  death,  to  the  righteous  will  put  an 
end  to  all  these  imperfections,  and  introduce  them  to  the  full 
gratification  of  all  their  heavenly  wishes.  The  Savior  has 
assured  them,  "Because  I  live,  ye  shall  live  also."  Death  is 
not  the  end  of  their  existence,  "Life  and  immortality  are 
brought  to  light  in  the  gospel,"  and  secured.  Where  the 
Savior  is,  there  his  friends  are  to  be,  to  behold  his  glory,  and 
to  see  him  face  to  face.  There  they  are  to  be  "filled  with  all 
the  fulness  of  God,"  and  to  enjoy  in  full  fruition  the  end  of 
all  their  faith  and  hopes.  No  trifling  subjects,  and  no  earthly 
objects,  are  there  to  engross  their  attention,  or  divert  their 
thoughts  from  the  supreme  object  of  their  delight.  Pure,  un- 
mixed joy  and  peace  will  be  tlieir  portion,  and  perfect  praise 
their  everlasting  employment.  On  the  heavenly  hills  they 
are  to  sit  in  concert  with  all  the  redeemed,  and  employ  well 
tuned  voices  in  the  song  of  redeeming  love.  Christ  himself 
has  assured  us,  tliat  his  followers  shall  come  from  every 
quarter,  and  shall  "sit  down  with  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob 
in  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  Into  this  state  of  blessedness 
saints  are  immediately  to  enter  at  death.  Said  the  Savior  to 
the  penitent  on  the  cross,  "This  day  shalt  thou  be  with  me  in 
Paradise."  And  when  the  ages  of  time  shall  have  rolled 
avvay,  when  the  divine  purposes  with  regard  to  this  world 
shall  be  accomplished,  and  all  the  chosen  of  God  shall  be 
gathered  in,  then  the  solemn  scenes  of  the  last  day  will  open 
to  view.  At  the  command  of  the  Sovereign  Judge,  the  sleep- 
ing dust  will  arise.  And  while  the  wicked  are  left  to  merited 
perdition,  the  righteous,  reanimated,  will  be  "caught  up  to 
meet  the  Lord  in  the  air,"  and  with  him  ascend  to  the  man- 
sion which  he  has  prepared  for  them.  All  this  hope  the 
righteous  have  in  their  death.  Such  is  the  ground,  and  such 
the  objects  of  their  hope, 

IMPROVEMENT. 

1.  From  what  has  been  said,  we  learn,  that  saints  do  not 
make  the  enjoyments  of  this  world  the  supreme  objects  for 
which  they  live.  In  this  they  differ  essentially  from  the  op- 
posite class.  The  whole  life  of  the  wicked  exhibits  proof, 
that  their  supreme  affections  are  placed  on  the  things  of  timej 


for  their  supreme  attention  is  given  to  them.  But  saints 
view  this  world  as  a  secondary  object,  and  phice  their  highest 
hopes  and  expectations  on  a  future  state.  While  engaged  iu 
the  duties  of  life,  their  thouglits  are  much  on  heaven,  and  its 
enjoyments  and  employments.  Whatever  duty  requires,  tliey 
are  willing  to  perform.  What  God  lays  on  them,  tliey  are 
willing  to  endure.  What  he  gives  tliem,  they  are  glad  to  en- 
joy, and  disposed  to  improve  for  liim.  But  their  supreme 
affections  are  not  placed  on  any  of  these  things.  They  have 
no  delight  in  them  for  their  own  sake,  but  regard  them  only 
as  duties  to  be  performed,  or  helps  to  be  enjoyed,  while  tliey 
are  passing  through  this  preparatory  state.  They  view 
themselves  as  pilgrims  on  the  earth,  and  contemplate  death 
as  the  end  of  their  journey,  and  heaven  as  their  home. 

2.  We  learn  from  what  has  been  said,  that  the  happiness 
ef  the  righteous  is  unspeakably  greater  than  that  of  the 
wicked,  in  view  of  every  part  of  tlieir  existence.  In  this 
life,  as  their  supreme  affections  and  hopes  are  not  placed  on 
present  enjoyments,  they  are  less  liable  to  be  disappointed, 
or  to  be  interrupted  and  rendered  unhappy,  when  they  are 
disappointed.  A  failure  in  their  eaitldy  expectations,  or  the 
loss  of  earthly  enjoyments,  from  which  they  never  expected 
their  greatest  happiness,  only  diverts  some  of  the  streams  of 
their  comfort,  but  does  not  impair  the  fountain.  The  wick- 
ed, whose  best  enjoyments  lie  below,  when  their  expectations 
are  cut  off,  are  often  "like  the  troubled  sea  wlien  it  cannot 
rest,  whose  waters  cast  up  mire  and  dirt."  But  saints  have 
a  never  failing  source  of  the  most  substantial  enjoyment  still 
remaining,  when  earthly  comforts  are  removed.  God  is  their 
portion,  the  enjoyment  of  him  is  their  chief  good.  And 
nothing  can  deprive  them  of  happiness,  while  this  enjoy- 
ment remains.  The  happiness  which  the  rigiiteous  enjoy 
is  satisfying  in  its  nature.  Of  this  the  best  proof  is  ex- 
perience. And  the  same  experience  proves  to  every 
Christian,  that  worldly  enjoyments  Itavc  not  the  power 
to  produce  like  satisfaction.  If  earthly  comforts  may  be 
allowed  to  jn'oduce  any  satisfaction,  saints  can  enjoy  this 
in  common  with  sinners.  And  they  enjoy  spiritual  com- 
forts in  addition  to  temporal.  And  thus,  through  all  tlie 
changing  scenes  of  life,  their  happiness  is  incomparably 
greater  and  more  satisfying  than  that  of  sinners.  But  it  is 
so  in  a  more  peculiar  manner,  in  view  of  death  and  eternity. 
When  the  righteous  look  forward  to  tlie  season  of  death,  they 
can  view  it  as  the  final  end  of  all  their  imperfections,  and  all 
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their  toils  and  sori'OMS.  They  view  it  as  the  morning  of 
their  most  exalted  happiness.  All  their  hopes  and  expecta- 
tions are  then  to  receive  tlicir  full  accomplishment.  But  at 
the  same  period,  the  reverse  of  all  this  is  to  he  the  sinner's  lot. 
While  saints  close  their  season  of  pain,  the  sinner  closes  his 
season  of  delusive  pleasure.  While  the  morning  of  ineffable 
light  and  joy  opens  to  them,  a  night  of  palpable  darkness  and 
sorrow  shuts  down  on  him.  And  while  the  harmonious  songs 
of  heaven,  in  which  they  bear  their  part,  sweetly  and  eter- 
nally echo  in  their  ears;  the  hapless  wailing  of  wretches  in 
despair,  whose  number  he  has  increased,  must  forever  fill  his 
soul  with  horror.  Such  is  the  difference  between  the  right- 
eous and  the  wicked,  though  but  a  faint  description. 
How  happy  the  one;  how  miserable  the  other!  Who  would 
not  choose  <'rather  to  suffer  afHiction  with  the  people  of  God, 
than  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  sin  for  a  season?" 

3,  Our  subject  will  forcibly  apply  in  view  of  the  late  in- 
stance of  mortality,  which  we  have  been  called  to  witness. 
it  is  not  always  the  case,  that  the  circumstances  attending 
tlie  sick  and  the  dying  are  of  such  a  nature,  that  any  special 
advantage  can  be  taken  of  them  in  addressing  the  living. 
And  hence,  in  discourses  on  such  occasions,  they  are  general- 
ly passed  in  silence.  But  in  the  late  instance,  the  difference 
between  a  consciousness  of  a  state  of  sin,  and  that  hope  which 
the  righteous  have  in  their  death,  was  peculiarly  visible,  and 
may  with  propriety  be  brought  to  view  for  the  advantage  of 
the  living. 

The  person,  who  is  the  subject  of  our  present  contempla- 
tion, spent  her  youthful  days,  as  the  young,  who  arc  of  a  reg- 
ular moral  cliaracter,  generally  do,  with  but  little  attention 
to  the  concerns  of  the  immortal  part.  She  would,  indeed, 
listen  with  decent  attention  to  serious  subjects,  when  address- 
ed by  otliers,  and  sometimes  manifest  an  agreeable  tenderness. 
But  such  impressions  were  not  substantially  durable,  nor  were 
such  thouglj^s  the  objects  of  her  choice.  The  language  of  her 
heart  ^'^^as',  as  is  common  with  youth,  "Go  thy  way  for  this 
time;  when  I  have  a  convenient  season  I  will  call  for  thee." 
Her  prospect  of  continuance  in  life  was  not  unpromising. 
Her  youthful  inclinations  and  pursuits  were  similar  to  those 
of  the  same  class  in  genera!.  But  in  tlie  morning  of  her  pros- 
j)ccts  and  pursuits,  the  SYinj)t()ms  of  an  alarming  disorder  on 
her  lungs  arrested  hci'  progress,  and  brought  her  to  a  stand. 
Death  seemed  to  stand  before  her,  and  to  tell  her,  in  unequiv- 
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ocal  language,  that  she  was  his  captive.     She  partly  hclieved 
it,  and  began  to  enquire  into   licr  preparations  lor  an'.'ther 
world.     On  this  subject  all  was  daikness.     Herregula»'  hab- 
its of  life  now  were  not  enough,  with  wliich  to  venture   into 
the  presence  of  her  Judge.     Slie  ])cjccivcd  the  necessity  of  a 
better  foundation^  but  an  impartiid  examination  proved  her 
destitute.     Notwithstanding  her  external  morality,  she  found 
lier  heai't  to  be  wholly  sinful.     Tiiis  she  was  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge, and  needed  no  other  argument  to  prove  it  so, 
than  the  conviction  which  she  felt.     Her  disordcj*  continued 
to  progress,  and  assured  her  that  she  must  die.     All  hoi)e  was 
gone,  both  for  the  body  and  the  soul.     Jn  conversation,  she 
manifested  a  full  conviction  of  Iier  lost  and  undone  state,  and 
of  the  justice  of  God,  should  he  cast  ber  off  forever.     And  she 
felt  assured,  that  without  an  act  of  sovereign  mercy  in  lead- 
ing lier  to  embrace  the  Saviour,  a  very  short  period  must  de- 
termine her  future  lot,  and  land  her  in  everlasting  despair. 
In  this  sad  state,  while  liugering  on  the  confines  of  time,  and 
almost  hourly  expecting  to  be  summoned  into  the  presence  of 
her  Judge,  to  hear  her  a^^ful  doom,  suddenly  her  thouglits 
were  arrested  by  a  new  subject  of  contemplation.     It  was  at 
the  rising  of  the  natural  sun,  that  her  mind  was  led  to  view 
the  glories  of  the  Son  of  righteousness,  whose  brilliant  lustre 
then  first  irradiated  her    benigbtcd  soul.     Her  own  state 
was  now  for  tiie  time  forgotten,  and  lier  thoughts  were  whol- 
ly absorbed  in  hei'  attention  to  the  divine  cliaracter.   Wheth- 
er future  happiness,  or  misery,  were  to  be  her  portion,  it 
seemed  perfectly  reasonable  and  delightful,  to  love  and  serve 
and  praise  God,  in  view  of  his  own  wortliiness  and  excellence. 
Her  heart  was  full  of  the  exalted  iheme,  and  her  tongue  be- 
gan the  work  of  praise,  and  called  on  others  to  joiji,     A  calni 
serenity  of  mind  ensued.     All   this  took  place,  while   the 
thought  scarcely  occurred,  that  sh£  had  any  foundation  for 
hope.     Her  change  of  feelings  certainly  was  not  the  effect  of 
any  hope  of  future  happiness;  for,  at  the  time  of  the  ciuinge, 
she  had  no  such  hope.     But  hope,  when  it  entered  her  mind, 
seemed  to  be  a  consequence  of  the  change  which  she  perceived 
in  her  views  and  feelings.     And,  excepting  some  fears  of  hav- 
ing deceived   herself,  she  from  that  time  felt  a  quietness,  to 
wiiich  she  had  before  been  an  utter  stranger.     Resignation 
to  God  was  strongly  marked  in   all  her  after  conversation. 
And  though  before,  she  could  not  think  of  deach  without  the 
greatest  distress  and  anxiety;  now  she  could  converse  on  the 
subject  with  composure.     She  often  expressed  her  entire  ac- 
quiescence in  the  divine  dispensations  towards  her,  andcau- 
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tioncd  liei*  iViends  against  indulging  an  imsubmissive  spirit. 
She  committed  her  soul  to  her  Savior's  care,  and  left  the 
world  in  peace.  What  a  striking  contrast  was  visible  in  her, 
between  an  impenitent  and  a  penitent  state!  "The  righteous 
liath  liope  in  his  death." 

Permit  me  now  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  young  to  this 
interesting  scene,  which,  in  connexion  with  our  subject,  pre- 
sents an  important  lesson.  Here  see  the  diiference  between 
the  distressing  fears  of  an  impenitent  heart,  and  that  hope 
which  the  righteous  have  in  their  dejith.  Let  me  ask.  Will 
you  choose  the  portion  of  the  righteous,  that  you  may  have 
hope  in  deatli?  or  will  you  remain  in  a  graceless  state,  and 
at  last  be  *«driven  away  in  your  wickedness."  Let  me  urge 
your  immediate  attention  to,  and  decision  of  this  question. 
Defer  it  not  to  a  future  time.  Disease  and  death  may  disap- 
point and  derange  your  calculations.  If  it  be  your  pleasure 
and  determination  to  indulge  in  thoughtless  inattention  to 
the  solemn  concerns  of  eternity,  and  to  make  light  of  them, 
do  you  expect  peace  on  a  dying  bed?  If  you  delight  in  pro- 
fanity, taking  the  name  of  God  in  vain,  disobeying  his  com- 
mands, and  slighting  his  institutions,  can  you  expect  his  fa- 
vor at  least,  w  lien  incapable  of  longer  gratifying  your  sinful 
inclinations?  Will  scenes  of  vanity  and  amusement  support 
and  comfort  you  in  your  dying  moments?  Be  assured  they 
will  then  afford  you  no  satisfaction.  I  myself  have  seen  the 
eyes  of  your  dying  friend  swimming  in  tears,  at  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  part  s!ie  had  taken  in  those  scenes,  which  she  once 
called,  and  which  many  of  you  still  call  innocent.  The  sad 
remembrance  stung  her  conscience,  and  pained  her  heart, 
on  a  dying  bed.  And  tlic  recollection  will  be  no  better  sup- 
port to  you  than  to  her.  By  such  sinful  pursuits,  you  are 
treasuring  up  materials  for  bitter  reflection.  Your  friend, 
we  hope,  was  brouglit  to  repentance,  and  obtained  forgiveness. 
But  such  may  not  be  the  case  with  you.  I  warn  you  now, 
not  to  indulge  yourselves  in  sin  and  vanity;  or  to  neglect  re- 
pentance, upon  the  presumptive  hope  of  settling  the  account 
on  a  dying  bed.  Such  presumption  may  prove  your  ruin. 
A  dying  bed,  at  best,  is  an  uncomfortable  place,  unless  made 
easy  by  peace  with  God.  And  you  will  then  have  need  of 
all  the  support  which  can  be  derived  from  sucli  a  source. 
But  it  is  possible,  that  God  may  be  provoked  by  your  pre- 
sumption to  ftnsake  you  in  that  trying  moment,  and  to  ''laugh 
at  your  calamity,"  irsslead  of  making  you  heirs  of  liis  grace. 
Yen  arc  in  danger  of  this,  while  you  delay  repentance,  and 


proceed  in  sin.    Improve,  then,  llie  present,  as  ihe  most  fa- 
vorable time  to  prepare  for  a  dying  hour  and  a  happy  eternity. 

What  shall  I  say  to  the  bereaved  parent?  You  are  called 
to  bear  the  yoke  of  affliction.  But  you  have  long  been  ac- 
quainted with  it.  You  are  called  to  mourn.  But,  we  trust, 
you  sorrow  not  as  those  who  have  no  hope.  You  can  receive 
afflictions  as  fatherly  chastisements,  hoping  for  support  under 
them,  and  future  deliverance  from  them.  You  were  not  an 
indifferent  spectator  of  the  scene,  which  we  have  attempted 
to  describe.  You  saw  the  distress  and  anxiety  of  your  cliild, 
while  sinking  under  her  malady,  and  agonizing  under  a  sense 
of  her  guilt  and  danger.  And  you  saw  with  heartfelt  satis- 
faction the  evidence  of  that  change,  which  we  hope  divine 
grace  made  in  her  state.  But  though,  by  that  change,  her 
life  was  rendered  still  more  desirable,  yet  you  have  been  call- 
ed to  give  her  the  pai'ting  hand.  This  is  another  affliction, 
added  to  the  many  which  you  had  before  been  called  to  en- 
dure. While  ruminating  on  your  singular  lot,  you  may,  per- 
liaps,  be  disposed  to  adopt  the  language  of  one  in  ancient 
times,  "Call  me  not  Naomi,  call  me  Mura:  for  the  Almighty 
hath  dealt  very  bitterly  with  me."  But  in  the  midst  of  afflic- 
tion, you  have  ground  of  consolation.  God  lias  given  you 
the  bitter  cup;  but  he  has  mixed  in  it  some  pleasant  ingredi- 
ents. He  has  given  you  much  important  instruction.  He 
has  taught  you  the  transitory  nature  of  all  earthly  enjoyments, 
and  given  you  cause  to  realize,  that  here  you  have  "no  contin- 
uing city."  Let  not  instruction  be  in  vain.  Let  the  relig- 
ion, which  you  profess,  be  the  adorning  of  yonr  life,  and  the 
consolations  of  God  your  solace  in  tribulation.  The  hope  of 
the  righteous  will  then  be  a  reviving  cordial  to  your  sinking 
spirits.  It  will  support  you  in  the  remaining  scenes  of  life, 
and  stand  by  you  in  death,  W'hen  all  your  sorrows  will  end, 
and  immortal  joy  and  peace  will  be  your  portion. 

The  Charitable  Society,  of  which  the  deceased  was  a  mem= 
her,  will  now  indulge  a  Avord. 

Associated  for  benevolent  purposes,  to  alleviate  human 
woe,  you  yourselves  are  called  to  experience  an  afflicting 
stroke  of  divine  providence.  One  of  your  associates  is  taken 
from  you.  Had  you  entertained  no  affection  or  regard  for 
her,  you  might  have  felt  no  affliction  in  her  removal.  But 
your  friendship  was  not  a  mere  pretence.  It  was  a  reality, 
and  stUl  rests  on  her  mcnioiv.     When  she  united  with  you. 
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some  painful  apprehensions  were  entertained,  that  she  must 
soon  leave  you.  The  event  has  proved,  that  your  fears  were 
but  too  well  founded.  One  design  of  God  in  this  event  might 
be,  to  give  you  an  acquaintance  with  affliction  in  your  asso- 
ciated capacity,  that  tlie  grand  object  of  your  institution,  that 
of  sympathizing  with,  and  relieving  the  afflicted,  might  be  exr 
perimentally  understood.  Receive,  then,  the  afflictive  in- 
struction with  becoming  humility^  and  remember,  that  you 
are  in  the  same  trying  world  with  those,  whose  sorrows  you 
may  attempt  to  alleviate.  Remember  also,  that  death  has 
made  his  entrance  among  you,  and  will  douhtless  renew  his 
calls.  But  tell  me,  my  young  friends.  Will  you  prepare  to 
die  happy?  Think  again  on  your  dying  friend.  Remember 
the  agony  of  her  soul,  under  tlie  view  of  her  near  approach  to 
death  in  an  unprepared  state.  Was  she  one  of  the  most  aban- 
doned in  wickedness,  that  she  should  have  more  occasion  for 
alarm  and  repentance  than  others?  Tliis  you  will  not  allow. 
Is  there  not,  then,  the  same  occasion  of  anxiety  to  all  who 
are  in  the  same  unconverted  state?  Is  not  your  need  of  a  Sa- 
vior equal  to  hers?  Will  you  not  embrace  him  on  the  terms 
on  which  he  is  offered?  Repentance  and  faith  are  the  invaria- 
ble conditions  of  salvation.  How  reviving  was  that  tranquil 
state  of  mind,  to  which  she  was  introduced,  after  being  tossed 
as  on  the  billows  of  a  tempestuous  sea!  Is  not  such  a  state 
worth  seeking?  Will  you  not  labor  to  secure  it?  When  you 
meet  in  society,  bestow  a  thought  on  deatli  and  eternity, 
Tliink  on  the  difference  between  a  saint  and  a  sinner,  and  on 
the  happiness  of  the  one,  and  the  indescribable  anguish  of  the 
other,  in  the  hour  of  death,  and  in  a  future  world.  Your  time 
to  die  will  also  come.  0  happy  they,  who  have  substantial 
ground  of  hope  in  death. 


nvMJ^'s  su^''G  at  the  fuj^eral. 

4th  Book, 

HYMN  38.     C.  M. 

1  LIFE  is  a  span,  a  fleeting  hour. 

How  soon  the  vapour  flies! 
Man  is  a  tender,  transient  flower. 
That  e'en  in  hlooming  dies. 

2  Death  spreads,  like  winter's  frozen  arms, 

And  beauty  smiles  no  morej 
Ah!  where  are  now  those  rising  charms. 
Which  pleased  our  eyes  before! 

3  The  once  loved  form,  now  cold  and  dead. 

Each  mournful  thought  employ sj 
And  nature  weeps  her  comforts  fled, 
And  wither'd  all  her  joys. 

4  But  wait  the  interposing  gloom. 

And  lo,  stern  winter  flies; 
And  dress'd  in  beauty's  fairest  bloom, 
The  flowery  tribes  arise. 

5  Hope  looks  beyond  the  bounds  of  time. 

When,  what  wc  now  deplore. 

Shall  rise  in  full,  immortal  prime. 

And  bloom,  to  fade  no  more. 

G  Then  cease,  fond  nature,  cease  thy  tears. 
Religion  points  on  high; 
There  everlasting  spi'ing  appears. 
And  joys  that  cannot  die.  Mrs.  Steele. 
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HYMN  61.    L.  M. 

1  SO  fades  the  lovely,  blooming  flower. 
Frail,  smiling  solace  of  an  hour! 

So  soon  our  transient  comforts  fly. 
And  pleasure  only  blooms  to  die! 

2  To  certain  trouble  we  are  born, 
Hope  to  rejoice,  but  sure  to  mourn: 
Ah,  wretched  effort!  sad  relief. 

To  plead  necessity  of  grief  I 

3  Is  there  no  kind,  no  lenient  art. 
To  heal  the  anguish  of  the  heart? 
To  ease  the  heavy  load  of  care. 
Which  nature  must,  but  cannot  bear? 

4  Can  reason's  dictates  be  obey'd? 
Too  weak,  alas,  her  strongest  aid! 
O,  let  religion  then  be  nigh. 

Her  comforts  were  not  made  to  die. 

5  Her  powerful  aid  supports  the  soul. 
And  nature  owns  her  kind  control; 
While  she  unfolds  the  sacred  page. 
Our  fiercest  griefs  resign  their  rage. 

6  Then  gentle  patience  smiles  on  pain. 
And  dying  hope  revives  again; 

Hope  wipes  the  tear  from  sorrow's  eye. 
And  faith  points  upward  to  the  sky. 

7  The  promise  guides  her  ardent  flight, 
And  joys,  unknown  to  sense,  invite, 
Those  blissful  regions  to  explore. 
Where  pleasure  blooms  to  fade  no  more. 

Mrs.  Stebli 


